LIFE AND WORKS OF VAZHAKUNNAM VASUDEVAN HAMSUDfRI

Lord Krishna's love.16 A very beautiful picture of Lord
Guruvayurappa takes birth out of his imagination. The Lord has
the precious eye of a peacock feather, a pair of divine eyes,
sacred sandal marks on the forehead, the curls hanging on the
face, the sweet moonlit smile, the body competing in colour with
the dark rain clouds, the flute and the golden anklets - an excellent
expression of Svabhavokti.. Vazhakunnam9 s excellence in figures
of speech can be noticed in many a verse in the work.

Once the famous bhakta poet of Kerala Tamarasseri Krishnan
Bhattathiri (Murali) had asked Vazhakunnam why he did not in-
termingle a few good love poems for attracting the people during
his discourses. The reply given by Vazhakunnam is highly auto-
biographical,17 "By doing so, I will be reminding such persons
who give more importance to fickle worldly objects than the al-
mighty God. There has been a long array of great souls, whose
very names sanctify the human hearts. Naturally those immortal
outpourings, and not those come out of desirous hearts will be
exalted always by the good people." These words of
Vazhakunnam not only throw light on his selection of quotations
in speeches but also on his preference in compiling spiritual and
eternal values in his literary output. The echo of these words is

16. op. cit, v.5, p. 18.

17. Quoted by Tamerasseri Krishnan Bhattathiri Madhurasmriti,
Bhaktasiromani, op.cit, pp. 156-57.
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